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No new invention is indigenous to one group and exotic to
another; every invention is new to every group at first; and it
becomes indigenous when accepted and among those who accepted
it. The distinction is between new and old, and not between some-
thing indigenous to one group and exotic to another.

A number of individuals who have a culture complex in common
and constitute a group need not necessarily have other culture
complexes in common. Those who own automobiles need not
necessarily be Christians or anthropologists.

Every new trait anywhere upsets the existing adjustment or
balance of civilization; it is not true that a new trait may fit into
Western Civilization, but upset the balance of Eastern Civilization.

It is not a question of Western Civilization being good or bad
for the East, but of particular culture complexes being good or bad
for either. It is not a case of one man's meat being another man's
poison, but of what is sauce for the goose being sauce for the gander.

In so far as two or more distinctive civilizations are postulated,
one of them cannot acquire the other; both can acquire what is
universal. The same individuals cannot at the same time be members
of the Harvard and the Yale University Football teams, because they
are mutually exclusive, but the members of both can belong to the
American Football Association, which can be common to both. In
so far as an individual is a member of Eastern Civilization or of
Greek Civilization, he cannot be a member of Western Civilization
or Chinese Civilization; he can acquire only what can be common to
both and is universal.

Under such circumstances there is no meaning in speaking of
Western and Eastern Civilizations, much less in speaking of them
as mutually opposed since the dawn of civilization. There is no
meaning in saying that each should develop along its own lines
and seek its fulfilment in so doing.